An anti-neutrophil antibody associated with a propylthiouracil-induced lupus-like syndrome.
A 15-year-old woman with thyrotoxicosis controlled by propylthiouracil presented with chills, fever, splenomegaly, anemia, thrombocytopenia, leukopenia, hypergammaglobulinemia, immune complexes, a positive anti-nuclear antibody test, and a cellular marrow with normal maturation. Anti-neutrophil antibody was detected by cytotoxicity testing. The activity was restricted to the IgM fraction and was absorbed optimally at 4 degrees C. The antibody activity was recovered in both heat and ether eluates made from granulocytes. Lymphocytes, platelets, and red blood cells failed to absorb reactivity. The antibody did not inhibit superoxide production or bacterial killing. Propylthiouracil was discontinued and all signs and symptoms resolved.